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PREFACE 


Am commiſſioned by the Au- 
' thor of the following Sheets, 
BH to acquaint e Reader that 
the firft Part them was 
writ in haſte, before the late 


IM Receſs, at the Requeſt of a 


> 
\ 0» 
* evo & 
7 be 
* 2 
* 
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was; and that, in their own Language, as 
near as. he could. How far his Demand ts com- 
ph d with, I leave him to judge. The Hiſtorical 
Relations that follow, tho' now joined to the former, 
were begun with a very different View ; and if be 
finds ſome of em too prollx, he may be aſſur d the 
Author (who is now at a diſtance) did ſo too; and 


had he had more time, they would have been ſbor- 


ter. There is one Thing more I am to tell him, 
and that is, that he is obliged to another for ſome 
Things in the latter Part; which, he hopes, will not 
be liked the worſe for coming from a greater Man 
than himſelf. And now my Orders are obey d. 
But fince I have taken Pen in Hand, I think 1 
try my Talent tos; and as my Friend has told bim 
in the following Papers, how the great Men among 
the Romans acted in relation to their Country, 


Fi ſbeu him how the beſt and wiſeſt of bir uſed 


to talk upon the ſame Head. 
hen you have look'd over all the Ties In Na- 


< ture, you will find nothing dearer, ſays Cicero, 


« 10 Obligation of greater Importauce, than that 
be by which we are every one of us ty'd to the Com- 
cc monwealth. Our Parents, Children, Friends, 
* are all dear to us; but our ſingle Country i 
r. more than all the reſt ; and every honef? Man 
| 1 ö is 


Gentleman in the Country; 
2 - who, obſerving the great Un- 
eafineſs the People were in there, defir'd be would 
let him know what the Senſe of the Town 
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« 75 ready to lay down his Life for the Advantage of that 
« facred Intereſt, How execrable then is the barbarous; 
« Impiety of thoſe Men, who have torn their Country Fi 
« Pieces by all ſorts of Villany, and who not only have 
«© been, but are at this Inſtant tonſpiring its Rain an 
c Deſtrudt ionꝰ = | 2 | : N . . 1 | 
it 35-the Duty (Jays one of their great Men) ani 
« ſhould be the principal Care of thoſe that have the Ad 
«* miniſtration of publick, Affairs, to ſee that every Indi- 
% vidual be protected in his Property, and that the poor 
4 and ſimple may not be circumvented by the little Arts 
© of cunning Men, or ofpreſſed by the Power of great 
Ones: In ſhort; that private Men niay not be diſpoſ- + 
ce ſaſt of their Rights and Eſtates; under the Pretext. of. 
44 publſch Good. And if to make my own Fortune (con- 
© tinues he) by the impoveriſhing another, is declared un- 
&* lawful, not only by the Dittate of Nature, and the Rights | 
&« of Natfons, but by the particular Laws and Conſtitu- 
r tions of all States; How deteſtable muſt thoſe Gover- 
« nours be, who abuſin? that Confidence the plain and 
© honeſt Part of Mankind; who are always Minors; re- 
< poſe in them; as their Truſtees and Guardians, draw 
them by plauſible Appearances,” into thefr Net; and ſo 
< enrich themſeves at the Expence of thetr Country. 
« plato's Rule, ſays the abovementioned Orator, ought 
e to be obſerved by all that are entruſted with the Ad- 
* mmiſtration of the Publick, It was this; that they 
* ſhould in ſuch ſort aſſert and defend the publick Inte- 
et, that all their Actlons ſhould refer to that without 
© any Regard to their own private Advantage. There- 
<« fore, above all Things; let ſuch keep themſelves clear 
« from the leaft Suſpicion of Avarice. It's not only a mean 
« Thing, but an Impious, to make a Prey F the Common- 
© wealth. - This 18.4 copious Subject, but I ſhall confine 
* my ſelf, only hinting at a Law of this brave People, 
* which IT would recommend to the Conſideration of my 
© Countrymen, and it being made by the Wiſdom of the 
Nation, that is by the Senate, will ſhew at once, the 
« Senſe of the whole Nation, with Reſpe& to the Conduct 
* of Perſons in the Adminiſtration.” Donum ne cipi- 
unto,  n-ve danto, n*ve perendJ, . neye  gerend 
n-ve geſti poreſtaze,  * 34+E - 
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Preſent State of Affairs 


T's 2 f in Gbedfence to pech 
| Fett, that 1 ſend vou this 
long Letter; which is nothing 
elſe bur a plain and natural Ac- 
„ count of rhe People's Reſent- 
DE ment of their common Injuries 
and Misfortunes; or, to put it in 
8 Four Terms, The Senſe of the Peo- 
ple, as far as my Memory will ſerve me, in their 
own Morde. The Authors of theſr Grievances are 
at laſt become intolerable to em; and Veige- 
ance, howeyer.unproficable, as they are told, is one 
chfef End, which they propoſe, as their future Se- 
cCurity. Whoever thinks fir to withdraw or exciſe 
himſelf from the Share he ought ro bear in this De- 
ſign, 1s 1 to be engaged in a Confederacy, 
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they will needs have to be „ te 
ven in ſome Degree, the very late Directors; but we 
(ſay they) were not tame enough to admĩt or endure 
ſuch an Attempt; ſo. that they were forced ro drop 
. the Deſign, and join (at leaſt) in the Cry againſt 


(6-3 T 
which he ts aſhamed to avow: This Suſpicion is ſo 
far from being juſt of you, that I could wfſh you 
would come and vindicate your Character to the 


Publick, which was never ſo miſerably neceſũtous 


of all honeſt Help as at preſen. 

As I am now upon rhe Decline of a publick Life, 
I have had an Opportunity of obſerving a great deal 
of the Varfety and Inconſtancy of publick Aﬀatrs1; 
but I never yet knew ſo great a Ferment, ſo ptevalling 
a Diſſatisfactton, as at preſent we ſee through- 
our the whole Kingdom. Parties have been prefer- 
red, diſcarded, reſtored, mix'd, and. the ſeveral 
Friends of each have, by turns, complalned of rect- 


procal Violence and Injury, Milmanagemenr and 


Corruption; bur I don't know that any of them have 
ever perſuaded the whole Body of the People into 
their Quarrel. No private little Wrongs could have 
effected a Diſcontent ſo univerſal. That Admini- 
ſtratton muſt affect every one, which every one com- 
plains of. Indeed, when a Narian is plundeted and 
oppreſſed, they can't but feel and reſent ft. 
They imagine now, that at the Opening of thĩs Seſ- 
ſion, there was a n on by ſome, whom 
hery ill Men, to ſecure, e- 


em, tho they trembled at the Apprebenſion of eve- 


ry Fact thar ſhould be diſcovered. They could have 
deen glad to have ſtood by their old Frĩends; but 
fince that muſt not be, the next Tryal was to com- 
1: pound for their own Security, by the Sacrifice of 


heir Allies. But this Artifice is nor ſatis factory; 


the People tell you that the beſt and Nkelieft Means 
to come to the Bottom of their Misfortunes, ĩs to 
begin at the Top. It is of very Ifttle value to them 

how the leſſer Cheats are diſpoſed of; They were ſo 


by Profeſſion, and have acted intirely in Character. 


If Daniel had been devoured in the Den, it is 
breſumed that no 


dy could have thought * 
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of the Lyons: No, no, the Authors of the Villany 
are the Criminals ; It's thoſe that deliberately form- 
ed the Miſchief, and that hired and retained their 
little Creatures to execute it, who chiefly deſerve the 
quiry of a Parliament. ag tags nl 
Ho comes it to paſs, ſay they, while leſſer Vil- 
lains are puniſhed every Day, that thoſe who have 
pillaged rhe whole Country, ſhall eſcape? The greateſt 
Subjects of the Br;ziſþ Crown, did not uſe ro be 
too great to be accountable to a Brir;/h Parliament. 
Tis in vain for me, or any one to anſwer ta this, 
Bui you would not condemn any one without ſufficiont E- 
vidence; They can all immediately reply, that they 
can point to Inſtances, and thoſe modern ones too, 
where Reſolutions have been taken, Cenſures 
founded, and other Perſons have been condemn'd, 
and all this very juſtly, upon the ſame or leſs E- 
vidence, Bur ſuppoſe (not grant) the Evidence 
defective; in Gaurts of Juſtice ir often happens 
that where there is nor legal Proof enough ro con- 
vict a Cheat, yet there is ſufficient ro ſatisfy any 
one preſenr, that it would be folly to truſt him any 
more. A ſuſpected Miniſter ought to be uſed as 
Ceſar did his Wife, be did not expect Demonſtrati- 
on. Reaſonable Grounds of Suſpicion are enough 
in both Caſes, there being ſeldom, above two privy 
to the Fact in either. If one tells em, tis Prudence 
to wink at ſome Things, otherwiſe the whole may 
be thrown into Confuſion, and then where are our 
Eſtates 5 The Anſwer ls, that when ſuch a Confufion 
is introduced, our Eſtates may indeed poſſibly be 
loft ; but by the Tolerarion of the late Iniquiry, and 
thereby the Encouragement of all future Mllanies, 
by the Increaſe of Debts, the Decay of Trade, the 
Deſtruction of Manufactures, the Ruin of Credit, 
the Miſmanagement of the Revenue, the Loſs of 
Money to other Kingdoms, or the locking it up ar 
Home, and all this while, the Continuation of Taxes; 
by theſe, ſay they. Confuſion is actually introduced, 
and our Eftates are-already lo, — | 
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Tother Day 1 happened to ins in a 4 Company, 
where, to my great Surprize, I heard a: Gentleman „ 
endeavouring to moderate the publick Diſpleaſure. 
He told us, that as he ſincerely lamented the. Ruln 
of his Country, he was impatlent for Redreſs, and 
hoped to ſee Ir made for ever unſafe for any one ta 
play the ſame Game over again ; but he ventured to 
add, that by going roo faſt, or changing Hands roo 
foon, we ran a Riſque (at leaſt) of alrering for the 
worle : Thar as we had ar preſent a Poſſibility of 
extricating our ſelves from our Misfortunes, by. 
length of Time and careful Management, we-ſhou'd. 
rake the ſureſt Courſe, and not commit our ſelves to 
the Adminiſtration of a Party, who, as they. ſecretiy 
tejoyc id ar our Miſeries, will not fall to improve em 
to their own Advantage; whoſe Principles have of- 
ren endanger'd the Liberties of theſe Kingdoms, and 
have entaif d Slavery on the premeſt Part of Eu- 
7cpe. | 
; B the whole Company; nor caduring the Decla: | 
| mation, cry'd out, What then is 1/þiz2i/m ſupported. 
by Rapine and Inſuſtice If that be the Caſe; if the 
two Parties have chang'd rhefr' Ground; if thoſe for- 
merly reckon'd Anti- Courtiers are turn d faw flog, 
obſequious Dependants ; ih God's Name let em fall. 
1 „gin carrſes in it the very Notfon of Liberty, 
and Love to our Country ; and then ir follows, that 
the Puniſhment of Publick Horſe - Leeches, Par- 
ricides, muſt be the only Way to ſettle Dh Zim, and 
ro lay a Foundation for the Happineſs of future 
Times. 

* In ſhort, theſe are Pr erences to ſcreen 8 favou- 
rice Offenders ; but when Things are come to Ex- 
tremity, you can Hood wink us no longer. And we 
know very well, ſays one, what good Uſe was. made 
of this Prerence,' by the Event of a late Examĩnati- 
on; ſo ſhallow, or ſo corrupt are Engliſhmen grown. 

| Bur give me the Man, Tros Rutiluſve, Whig or Tory, that 
prefers the true Intereſt of England to that of any g- 
| ther Country, or People whatever; that encourages 
1 | Trade, and ſtudies to adminifter the Treaſure of the 
7 , People thrkktily 2 and prudently. „ Such 


3 


$3 


Such, Sir, is the Senſe of the People 3 and if 1 


give it you In their own Words, it is becauſe it was 
our Deſire I ſhou'd do fo, that you might the better, 
Judge at what they drive. 


I perceive It is Matter of great Admiration to 
ſome, the extraordinary Addreſs that has been ſnewn 


in the ſecrer Management of this Affair: Thar the 
whole Tranſaction of 574,500 |. fictitious Stock 
| ſhou'd only be with the Privacy of one lingle Man, 
that in caſe of Danger Al might be ſtifled by his 
withdrawing, and all other Proof neglected and di- 
couraged by the Name of Hear ſay Evidence; tho' by 
the By, ſome will have it that Letters and Notes 
under one's own Hand are more than Hearſay Evi- 
dence ; and that the Practices of burning, blorting, 
raztng, and interpolating, have been thought ſo much 
more than Pre ſumptlon, that they have, upon leſs 
Occaſion, been admitted as a tolerable Degree of 
Proof in a certain Place. 

But what I wou d infer, ſays another, from Knlght's 
Withdrawing, is the premedſtated Villany of the 
Whole. The Actors, whoever they were, had in- 


deed protigious' Foreſight, by the Caution taken ro 


prevent Diſcovery ; they foreſaw their Guilr, the 
Succels of it, the Turn of Affalrs, the Univerſal 
Calamity, and conſequently thefr own Safety in the 


Secrecy of one: Had there been more, ſome of em 


might have ſqueak d, or at leaſt not all of em e- 
ſcap'd ; or if they had, it wou'd have had a worſe 
Aſpect than ar preſent. In fine, they foreſaw this 
very. Examination ; but the want of Judgment, as I 
hope, ar leaſt, appeared! in belle ving they had pro- 


vided ſufficiently againſt ir, and i imagining they were 


to be at Eaſe in the Affluence of Princely Fortunes, 

amidſt the Miſery of their Fellow Subjects. 
Some People have obſerved, that the Execution of 
the late pernicious Scheme, was ſcarcely attended 
with more Villany, than Madneſs and Folly ; Furor 
rapiendi ac prædandi occecavit oculos. The monſtrous 
| Avarice of our Plunderers, has undone themſelves as 
well as the Nation: : Each of the a 
cats 


F 
Cheats might have got their 100090 /, a piece, and 
a few . 335 doubled that bg without run- 
ning any Riſque ; nay, perhaps have received 
Thanks for their great Care of Publick Credit, 
So mean, fawning, obſequious, as well as indolent 
and corrupt are we rown, that nothing but the pro- 
digious Enormity of the Guile, the Untverſallty of 
our Miſery, has forcd us into the Enqufry we are 
As to the Exent and Succeſs of this Enquiry; 1 
| ſhall not be difappointed {ſays another) If nothing 
comes of It. The Narure of the. Task is attended 
with ſo many Difficulties, and the Difcouragements 
the Enqulrers meer with from other Quarters ſo 
great, that they have need of more than ordinary 
Conſtancy and Reſolution to perfiſt in the Diſcharge 
of ſo nneaſy a Truſt: However, they have the 
Satisfaction ro know, that the whole Welghr of the 
Nation is on their Side; that they have the Bleſſings 
of all honeſt Men at preſent, and fhall be ever men- 
tioned with Honour, in the Annals of their Country. 
Ves, ſays one that ſtood by, thelr Country can 
never do them too much Honour, while they con- 
tiaue to have the ſame Regard for it they have hi- 
therto fhewn : And as for what ſome People wou d 
infinuate, it is done with an ill Defign ; that they 
will grow cool, and their Courage abate from the 
many Difficulties they meet with, and fo prove like 
the Dog of Antwerp, who had us'd a long while to 
carry Home his Maſter's Meat from the Marker with 
great Integrity: At laſt, being harder beſet by ſome 
more reſolute Currs than ordinary, when he found 
he cou'd defend it no longer, he fell on himſelf : 
Since it's to no Purpoſe to beld out, ſays he, I bad as 
good have my Share. 11 85 8 | 
For my part, ſays one that had been liſtning to 
this Diſcourſe, I am apt to think Matters“ — Tu 
have been carry'd, long ago, with more Eaſe, if ſome 
of another Li had been_employ'd. As now the 
Enquiry is proſecuted with an Alr of Bufineſs and 
. Concern, It might then have look d like an Affafr of 
= Pleaſantry | 
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Sammie and Amuſement, and been receiv'd and 
upported with a roletable Degree of good Humour; 
bur; we ſee what wou'd be the Conſeguetice of fre- 
eG: atom to at. 
.-; The Converſation 


is ſtill the ſame, where- 
ever you go, 1 mult own I heartily with thar 
chey;” whoſe Bulinels it is, wou'd pat A Stop to 
ir; which e to be done, as far As 1 kan guels, 
by giving up Offenders, be they "who they will. 
dme will have it char Matters were manag'd wrong 
241 firſt: They ought ro; have been ſecut d Tmmedi- 
ately. ; If one ſhou'd reply, Wou'd you bave condemm 

and paniſÞ'd em before you beard 'em No, (ay they, 
they were ſpines wefunke {s'you'llquibble upon 
the Word) when the Books were. Gil produc'd, 
which in an Hour's Peruſal, diſeover d Villaiũy endugh 
to have juſtify'd their Conſinement; and then we 
bad not been ſending to Vienna, Bruſſels, &c. then 
ve had at leaſt hid our Shame, and not been re fus d 
this Rttle Fellow; than which, I. thigk, nothing 
Lr , ET. 
The Contempt which our good Friends and Al- 
lies have for us, is evident from the little Art they 
uſe to hide it: And their refuſing. to delivet him up 

under the Pretence of ſome Privileges of the Hiph 
and mighty States of Brabant, can't, methinks, but 
raiſe Indignation in every Engliſp Breaſt. We are 
poor, and it ſeems bur Allies know ft, and therefore 
deſpiſe us. But let them beware how they rouſe 
the Lyon; other Anſwers, have formerly been re- 
turn d the Crown of England: And tho a Brieiſp 
|. _"Honſe of Commons may and will always bear Rea- 
ſon, they will nor ſuffer themſelves to be trifled with, 

© whoeverelſe may. e 


As for me (cries another) I am fo fully perſmaa- 
ded of the Emperor's Juftice and Gratitude, Me 
nothing will be wanting on his Part, I am ſure, to 
deliver up a Man, who, as he was laſt Year made a \ 
Tool for the Deſtruction of the Nation, may now ff 
be the Inſtrument of ſaving ir. And his Imperlal 
Majeſty, I think, can't bur have Intereſt and Aurho- 
| | my 


— — 


mewn thoſe very Subſects, that he knows how to 


(12) 


h bis own Subjects, to gain fo ſmal 


rity enough witf ' 5 
a Poſnr;z who, tis well known, tho' he Is as juſt 2 


mild a Prince as any upon Earth, yer has formerly 


aſſert his Prerogative, and puniſh. all thelr Prerences 


to Right, which contradſct his faſt Will and Pleaſure. 


We the rather expect to ſee Mr. Ruight in England, 


(as others ſay) not ſo much; becauſe tis ſuch a Trifle 
to the Emperor to grant, and at the ſame Time ſb 


* 


valuable a Favour to us; but that we are inform'd, | 
that his coming over Is earneſtly defir'd, even by 
a F "Y Fr 4s 43 . ONS 7; * ai; . 4 + a - + > 
thoſe who can't but have Wetghr in what they ask 


of that Prlnce; and who ſeem conctern'd in the Dlſ- 


coveries which he is expected to make, as the only 
Way to clear up their Innocence, and wipe 4- 
way the Suſpidtan which has been moſt unfuſtly 
thrown upon thelr Characters. If theſe, People are 
in Earneſt, they are very happy in having an Op- 
portunity of preſſing this Matter more ſucceſsfull7 


than others can. We own (ſay they) we ſnoud be 


glad to ſee Rug be, were it only to be ſatisfy'd, that 
ſuch a Parcel of. Stock was honeſtly pafd for; ſuch 


a Name and Letter was forg'd; ſuch a myſtertoys 


Tranſactlon, ſuch a blind Accompt was clearly upon 


+ 


1 
* 


another Score than is generally ſuppos d, and had 
no Relation ar all to Scutb-S es. 


This Diſcourſe was follow'd by a needleſs Cal- 
cularfon of the Length of Tfme, in which we might 
hope to ſee Knight, if he was ſent over ar all. As 


_ « the neareſt Way to Y?enna has been lately found our 


e to. be by Bruſſels; ſo, for ought we know, the near- 


* eft Way from Bruſſels may hereafter be thought 


* 


to be by Nenna. And though Gentlemen ſhou'd 
te be perſwaded to attend the Service of their Coun- 


© try rill. he comes, to the Detriment of thelr own 


private Affairs; whether other Perſons will think 
_ © proper to deſire or impoſe ſuch a Hardſhſp upon 
dem, we can't determine. en 


2» j * 


However, continued they, tis certain there was 


a ſhorter Way of gotng to Work at firſt, whtch is 
not yet altogether too late to try. The old Parha- 


f R % 
| L 6 1 3 ) ; | 8 4 | 
"mantaty Method was r their Grievances; 
and ger them redreſsd as foon as they met, before 
they Would go upon any other Conſideratlons what- 
ever. Ix was not for Want of Grievances (ſome tell 
us) whatever elſe might be wanting, that this Me- 
thod was not us d at firſt; If this Way of Proceeding 
had been taken, Knight eon d hardly have withdrawn, 
or 'perhaps it might have bee convenient to have 
had him here again Cer this, to have avoided the 
Explication of many other Coniplafnts bf d different 
Nature, that might have been ſer on Foot; but 
Wherber that Polnt had been galned, ſeveral other 
. valuable Advantages wou d have been ſerdr d. 
There is a remarkable Proof of this Right of Pars 
llamemt, in Richard the Iid's Time, and Things of 
this Sort, ars never the worſe for belag old, Some 
* undeſerved Favours; {azz n Author, fhewn to a 
* Mittion,” the Exorbhances of great Officers, and 
* ther publick Miſcarrtages as to the Revenue, had 
made no fmall Impreſſions on the Minds of many 
of the Lords, as well as Commons, when. Richard 
© call'd, a Parliament. They, ſoon after they were 
aſſembled, Jolned in this Meffage to him (Henry 
ilghronm s Words, who Hved at the very time, ate 
theſe) Thar the Chancellour and Treaſurer anght to be 
removed from tbeir Offices, becauſe | they were not for 
be gag of. the King and Kingdom ; and berauſe alſo 
« they bad ſuch Matters to treat of with one bf them, 
'** gy could not be treated. of; while he remained In thas 
Tbe Klug, who no doubt, thought this 4 very 
| bold Way of proceeding” in his Subſects, affured 
2 He wonld not remove his męaneſt Scullion Boy as 
their Inflance, atid adviſed 'em to Haſten the Buſineſs © 
of Parlſawent; by which is meabe the Supply of bs 
Expencez for hs Wars, Houſhold and other Char- 
ges. But che Lords and Commons, by joint Con» 
fem, teply d, That they nelther could, nor would df- 
patch the leaſt Article; till he (who, as the Hiftorian 
lays,, was then lingering ar Eltham) would come to 
em, and remove Michael de Pole, the Chancellour. 
from his Office. CS ©” 
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r chnk of, be miſerably ſubverced. 
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.. The King's Anſwer to this, nor pleaſing them, The 


Parliament ſent him this Meſſage. Sir, The-Prelates, 


* Lords, and whole People of the Commons f England, 


© after ſeveral loyal and honeſt Wiſhes,” inzhmate 
J theſe Things unto you, that they have, it confirmed by 
< ancienr Conſtitution, which none can contradict, 


that the King ought to call a Parliament once a 


ear, as the higheſt Court of the Realm, wherein 
Equity oughr ro ſhine bright, where, as well poor 
as rich, - ought to find Refreſhment, by removing 
| © all kind of Abuſes, where publick Grievances, are 
to be redreſs d, and.with the moſt prudent Coun- 

« ſel, the State of the Natium 1s. to be treated of, that 
_©* the King's and Nation's Enemies at Home, as well 
as Abroad may be giſcovered and puniſhed, and 
© the neceſſary Burdęeus of the King and Kingdom 


„mah wth moſt Eaſe (obe publick Want conſidered) = 


. 


„be ſupplyd. And ede that ſinee 
Ichey are to ſupport the publick Charge, they 
ſhould have the ordering and ſuperyiſal tos, how 


-« aud by whom theft Goods and Fortunes are ex- 


- < pended. 


. What follows In this Remonſtrance is fill. freer”; 


to which the King, making 2 doligr the 
| living bim ſome ſea- 


Lords and Commons, after 5 
ſonable Advice, relating to h 
_theſe Words. . A N 


The People of England have in your Time ſuſ- 


. © rained ſo many Taxes for the ſupport of your Mars, 
sag that now they are reduced to ſuch incredible 
„ Paverty, that they can neither pay their Rents, nor 
L aſſiſt their King, nor eyen afford themſelves the 
* Neceſſaries of Life: And all this is brought ro 


| Threats proceed in 


* 
fe 


” 1 


ko . by the evil Miniſters of the King, who have 
cc, 


Hl. governed both King and Kingdom to this Day: 
And unleſs we do qufckly ſer our helping Hands 
to the work, and raiſe the healing Prop, the 
„Kingdom of England will, In leſs Time than we 
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8 
Zut there is yet one Part of our Meſſage on the 
% behalf of your People to be imparted to you, That 

© we have an ancſent Conſtitutfon (nor many Ages 

t fince experimented ,) ir grieves us ro mention it: 
That if.cheKiog through any eyilCouriſel whatever, 

4 or through a weak Obſtinacy, or Contempt of his 

People, /ſhall alienate himſelf from them, and re- 
*fuſe to govern by the Laws and Statutes of the 
Realm; ff he ſhall throw himſelf headlong into 
„ wild Deſigns, and ſtubbornly execute his own ſin- 
© gular arbitrary Will, —— — Then follows the 
Right of the People, dreadfully aſſerted. But they 
aſter Hands gο⏑ WW. 79t eats 3 

That this Kingdom may not by your evil Coun- 

* ſellours be ſubverted; This Kingdom ſo honoura- 

* rable, and above all the Nations in the World, 
— „ moſt famous In War, may not now in your Time, 
through the Diſtractions of {Il Government, be 
6. miſerably laid. waſte ; Thar the Title and Inſeripti- 
* on of _ theſe Miſerles, may never be placed as a 
* fcandalons Mark upon your Reſign, and this un- 
© happy Age: Recall, we beſeech you, your. Royal 
** Mind from ſuch fooliſh and pernicious Copnlels ; 
and whoſoever they are that ſuggeſt ſuch Matters 
*.co you, do not only not hearken to em, but total- 
ly remove them from you; for in a Time of Dan. 
4 ger it will be found they can no ways effectually 
an EDT i 95 15, ERR th 

The Reaſon and Honeſty of this wroughr ſo much 

upon the King, that fn three Days Time he came 

to lifts Parliament, though with ſome Reluctance; 
when Michael de Pole was impeach'd of high Crimes 
and Miſdemeanors, and turned out of hfs Office, and 
another put In his Place by Conſent of Parliament, 
4 was likewiſe the Treaſurer, another Favou- 
tee Ds 8 AF ok ET 

Zut ir. ought to be remembered for the inſtructĩ- 
on of theſe Times, that upon the King's deſiring a a 
Supply at the ſame time, that he ſeemed ro heſitate 
at the diſcarding Pole, The Commons anſwered, 
That he did not need the Tallage of his Suljectt, who 


(16) 
might ſo eafily furniſh bimſelf of ſegredt-@ Sum of Mo- 
ney from him that was bis. Daher as the Articles of 
Impeachment ſet forth. 
As for Robert de Vere, Duke of Ireland, ihe King's 
moſt dangerous Favourite, the Parliament, roſhew: 
their Prudence and Moderation, choſe rather to 
give him a vaſt Sum of Money, upon Condition 
that he would go to Ireland, than to endure the 
Influence of his Counſels near the King's Perſon. 
But after all thls, the good Commons bad no ſooner 
gained _ Polnrs, than they freely: gave the King 
a Sup WW 28 10 
Before they broke up F nv Wai my 3 — 
Parltamenn  qbſerving, by the Covetouſneſs of the 
King's Miniſters, that the Publick Revenue wat 
vainly laviſn'd, che King inſufferably abus d, (partly 
thro” Negligence ro ſearch; our the Temh, partly 
rhro' a reſolute Humour to ſupport thoſe beyond 
Reaſon, whom he had once advanced) that rhe 
"© on People, by continual and grievous Burthens, 
were miſerably Impoverſſh'd ; the Rents of the 
Great Men much impalred, and their poor Tenants 
ia many Places, forc d 15: abandon their Husbandry, 
and leave their Farms empty and deſolate; and 
that by all this the King's Officers alone became im- 
meaſurably rich: They therefore choſe a Number 
of conſiderable Men to Inſpect, treat of, and deter- | 
mine all Affairs, Cauſes and Complaints ariſing, from 
the Death of Edward the Third, to that Tune; as 
likewiſe of. the King's Expeaces and his Miniſters, 
| * all other Grlevances: bappening within thac | 
ime „ 
The Hifortan Gaber akin That 02 ha. 
Parliament endeavour'd at an Act of Reſumpr ion, the - 
juſt and frequent Way to repair the languiſhing- 
Condition of the Nation, M. de Pole told the King, it 
was to the King's Diſnonour, ad dedecus MNgis, and 
foro d him from it; io which the Commons anſwer” d. y 
f*-Altho' they were wearſed op by Toils andExpences 
they wou d never grant the King a Subſidy, until 
K by a of Parligmene | he ſhou'd ra an re- 
« ſume 


—— ͤ 
0 frime all that belong d to the Crown of England. And 
i that ĩt: was more to the Diſhonour of the King to 
© leave ſo many of his poor Subjects in intollerable 
Want, Yer cou d not all good Counſel work, till by 
Parliament tha Great bad Man, was baniſh'd; which 
was no ſooner done, but an 4e of Rſumpt ion follow di 
ſo true it is, and It ought to be a perpetual Leſſon 
to Poſterĩty, That whenever the People of England de- 
fire to redreſs Grievances, and recover what they haet 
been plunder'd of The Work, muſt begin with the Im- 
peachment of Corrups Miniſters: The Weight of a 

Parliament will ever bear down a bad Man, how 
| Great ſoever. 2's N AR e n E 
It's certain, a King who wou'd reform the State 
for the» general Eaſe and Benefit of his People, 
muſt expect to meet with ſome Difficulties, eſ- 
pecially if rhoſe neareſt him, and who have his 
Ear, are Partakers in the Abuſes he wou'd cor- 
rect: All ſort of Rubhs will be laid in the Way, 

and the Fears of ſuch as may be call'd to an Ac- 
count, will make em ſet all -kind: of Engines ar 
work. | They who are conſcious of their Guflr, and 
apprehenſive, that the Juſtice of rhe Nation ſhou'dl 
take Notice of their Thefts and Rapines, will try 
to give all Things a falſe Turn, and fill every Place 

with their falſe Sugpeſtiohs.; they'll accuſe innocent 
or leſs pufltry: Perſons, that ſo by putting the People 
upon a wrong Scent, they may avold the Purſuers, 


and eſcape unpuniſh d. F 
Sometimes they will ſpirit the Chief; if not the 


only, Evidence away: At other TIĩmes they: will en- 
deavour to blaſt the Reputat ĩon of ſuch as wou d 
enquite inro their Actions. And tho perhaps :there 
are no other poſſible. Ways left ro fupply che State, 
but by making them diſgorge, and bringing em ro 
à Reſtitution, yet they will pretend that all Mati- 
ons leading thereto, and all Enquiries of this Nature 
are nothing but Splght, the Effects of Diſcontent, 
and the Reſult of Faction. And that che full Know- 
ledge of their Crimes may never reach che Princes 
Lar, they eadeavour to engroſs him to. them _ 
Ken. | | f 5 y 
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by miſrepreſenting all that are not of their Cabal, 

as diſaffected to his Perſon and Government. 
They'll find out falſe Colours for their Proceedings, 
and cover their Corruption and Rapine with the 
Pretence of their Maſter's Service; nay rather than 
fail, they Il throw the Odium of the Whole upon 


1 | | H BESS 
By theſe falſe Suggeſtions, well-meaning. Perſons 
have often been frighten d from reaching at great 
Offenders: And even the beſt Patriots, by ſeeing 
with what Warmth and Zeal Corruptions are de- 
fended, bave been wearied into Silence; and this 
has made ſome of our Kings believe, That either 
the Offenders were got above the Laws, or that the 
People conſented to thoſe Things they did not think 
fit to puniſh. But wiſe Princes ſee thro all this. 
They know that an honeſt Mſnifter will be content 
with moderate Gains; and that no Merit can give 
2 Man a Title ro rob the Pablick : That a few may 
complain without Reaſon; bur that there is Occa- 
ſion for Redreſs when the Cry is Univerſal. 
They ſee thro' all their little Artifices, and can't 
but be ſenſible, whatever Colours they may give 40 
their Villany, that Mankind muſt abhor to bebold 
a few enrich'd with the Spolls of a whole Country, 
and ro ſee private Perſons fecuring to themſelves, in 
ſplghr of Parliament, a vaſt ill-gotten Wealth in the 
Poverty of the Publick ; and therefore they'll be the 
firſt ro deſire every Thing ſhou'd be look'd 1nto, and 
all poſſible Thrift ſer on Foot that may eaſe the 
People: They'll. make Choice: of ſuch Miniſters as 
are Hkelleſt ro handle the Nations Money with the 
cleaneſt Hands: They ll propoſe, with: Pleaſure, 
themſelves, that thoſe Evils may be corrected, which 
a few have committed ar rhe Expence of the Whole 

_ - Kingdom ;; that the. Thefrs upon rhe Publiek be 
look d into and puniſſi d. They won's ſtay to be 
ask d, that thoſe Servants may be xall'd ro an Ac- 
count who have broken their Truſt; and in their Of- 
fices conſented to the Plunder ef the Nation, tho 
they ſhog'd have had no Share in ir themſelves, 
| | 8 knowing 


3 


692) 
knbwing that our Law put little Difference between 
a Miniſter that contracts actual G fir blmlelf, and 
him who permits others to commit a Crime, which 
by the Authority of his Office he might have pre- 
Wh ͤ mir, oi ye een r4 non; 
And indeed the Reaſon is plain, for it is the In- 
tereſt of Princes, when they come to underſtand the 
rrvs State of Things, ſa to do. They can't be un- 
willing to prevent their own Ruin ; and ſuch a 
King never wants Aſſiſtance, who wſll look into A- 
buſes: And ther Faction, who have been guilty of 
Male; Adminiſtration, will be found very weak, 
when he 1s once in Earneſt, to have what has been a- 
mifs.amended, becauſe but a few. are Gainers by 
Milgovernment, and a Mulritude are Inſur d by it. 
Is true, Plunderers bave now and thea out · bra- 
vedethe Laws and eſcaped, when in their Depreda- 


tions upon the Publſck, chere have been a great ma- 


ny concern d, and they became ſafe by the Multſ- 

rude. of choſe who have been Partakers in the Booty; 
and yet there are Examples in former Reigns, where 
the true Lovers of our Conſtitution have couragi- 
ouſly attacked and brought to Condemnation; Men 
in the bigheſt Poſtx of Authority; and thoſe fortifi- 
ed by the Multitude of ihe Perſons concerned in the 
Plunder; and fall nor the popular Hue and Cry which 


ſo, horly purſues the Robbers ar this, time, the Wants 


of the Nation calling ſo loud far Vengeance, the 
awaken ſome honeſt, Patriots, 8 Spirits, to 
ſaliſt upon the moſt rigorous Puniſhment of a few ; 
I ſay a very few Miſcreants (would I could call their 
Booty ſmall too) given up by the whole Body of 
the Kingdom, and deteſted 5 all Mank ind, but 
their Aſſociates?s „„ 
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And how is this great and honeſt Deſign ITkely 
to be better executed than by imitating the Parlla- 


.ment of Rfcherd he lid, (che perhapy it had been as 
proper ſooner) In aſſerting the immediate Neceſſity of 
redrefling . Grievances, and rejecting every other 


- Conlideratfon, fl] at is done; which is not only 


* 
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the ancient Conſtitution of rhis Governmetit, but 


the moſt probable Way to come at Offeriders,'when 


timely taken, by ſnewing a proper 'Reſolutton' i 
their Profecudon, and by that Means giving then 
no Opportunity to concert Meaſures with the Aceom- 


F% 1 


plices in their Crimes, or to withdraw rhemſelves or 
0 437 


their Effects from juſtics. RSI vt, 
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Whether or no Richards Parlament did pradents 
ly in giving ſo great a Power to ſelect Number of 
Men, after they were diſmiſs d. F ſhall nor decide 
bur they certainly took one Method not only wiſe 
bur Parliamentary 3 I mean; ihat they themſelves, 
during their Seſſion, went trito a Committee of the 
whole Houſe; to conſider A the Stute of the Nation 3 


and this plainly gained di their Point! This is al- 


ways the great Day of a*Parltamenr, and valuable 
to Engliſhmen: 'Then the Subject feels his Strength, 
and vfndicates his Liberties. And Whether the Re- 
preſentatives of the People aſſembled at this Day fr 
Parliament (than which 1 am ſute there never was 
any chat bertet underſtood thetr Dary to their King 
and Country,) will follow the ſame Method, time 
will ſnep . bor Pee 4) 22 
" This was the Way the. Parliament took in the 


| Reign of Edward the IId, when they wanted to get 


rid at a moſt pernicious Favourite,” Perce: Gaveſton, 


a. Frenchman ; who had ſo pofſelsd the King, 


- py . 


that he entirely neglected the'Counſels of His No- 


bles, and the Affairs of State. In bis firſt Parſia- 
ment, rhey unanimoufiy beſought the King to ad- 


viſe and treat with his Nobles concerning the Srare | 


of the Kingdom ; and at the ſame Time falling them. 
ſeelves into a very ſttict Examſmarion of Affairs on 
their Part; they urged the Matter with ſuch good 
Succeſs, that the King conſented that they ſhould 
reduce into Articles, all that was neceffary for the 
Good of the Nation, and took an Oath to rarify all 
their Reſolutions. Amongft theſe Articles, after 
requiring the Obſervation and Execution of Magn 
Charea, with all other neceiſary Ordinances; "They 
laſiſt that,. all Strangers ſhould be banſhed the C 


o, 


an 
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Sal KN dim 3 and all 11 Colinſellourt removed; j 
That 1355 Ning ſhou'd” not begin any War, or go any 
where out of the King dom, „wi hout the Com 
Council of his "People. Malſingham ſays upon 
rhis Head, p. 29. That the Barons librato utrrobique 
periculo, invenrunt, quod vente Petro, .efſe non poternt | 
Pax in Regno, ner Rex abundare Theſauro: So: they 
never reſted till he was baniſh 'd the Kingdom. 3 
Ir ſeems xe wiſe, rhar'in this Reign the Ladies 
were begging apd intreĩguſng at Court: For the 
Lady Veſcey was accus'd of having procur'd ro Sir 
Henry Beaumont, her Brother, and others, ſeveral 
Lands, Rents Tenemears, Franchiſes, and Offices, 
by which, means -the Kingdom came to be loaded 
with Taxes arid Impofirions ry for which ſhe was or- 
dered to leave the Court, N ever recurnidg to 
wake any Stay there. ; 
The very Talk only of ſack an 1 Enquiry into the 
State of the Nation, his made a Miniftry ſomerimes 
very wiſely: produce an Offender, give up One or 
more of! thelr own Number, or tedreſs ſome Gries 
ance chiefly complain'd of, leſt by not preventing 
ſuch an Enquiry, they mighr run a Riſque of being 
oblig d ro redreſs more Grievances than perhaps at 


firſt were thought of. A principal Point ſhall be = 


yielded ſometimes to avoid farther Trouble. 

This has no telation to us at preſent. We all 
R How far our Great Men are from ſuch Ap- 
prehenſions ;how little Reaſon a Mloiſtty have ta fear 
an Thing chat mighr be trump d up upon ſuch an En- 
qu ry. Tm ſatisfy d Gibraltar is ſtlll tu our Hands; and 

1 am as well ſatisfy'd, notwirkſtanding the Expence 
of our Fleet, with fo many Thoufands on board, 
there can be no daoget of a War with the c. 
blen indeed can never be of anyService to Englend; 
As for What is paſt in the Mediterranean: If it 
"has colt us Money, we have got! Honour, by ſhew- 
Ing how well we can fight upon the leaſt Occaſion. 
Ne, no, When' thoſe who are ſuſpected of having 
had Part in the late traĩterous Deſign, and the Gains 
of! it, have acquitted — in chat Poſnr, 2 the 
atis- 
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Upon which the Earls of Lancaſter and Hereford, 
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miny, and the unhappy King ſolemnly depos d, 4s 
unfit to govern, for theſe Reaſons among others: 
For that in all his Refgn he had been miſled, and 

« govern'd by others, who gave him evil Counſel, 
*ro the Diſhonour of himſelf and the Deſtruction of 
. „ his People, not conſidering or knowing whether 1 It. 
Was good or evil; nor wou'd remedy theſe Things, 7 
7 «hes he was perition'd by the 'Chſef Men of his 
- Kingdom, nor ſuffer them to be redreſs d. So 
wrong is it to trifle with a Parllament, who by their 
Misfortunes are become ſeriouſly in earneſt. 
A late Great Man of the ſame Name with thoſe 
juſt mention d, who was certainly a wiſe Man too, 
no ſooner found he began to be peck'd at, with ſome 
Eagerneſs, by a Houſe of Commons, but he came to 
the King and refigned his Staff, telling him he found 
he was not able to do him any Service in a publick 
Poſt: He did nor expoſe his Maſter for his own pri- | 
vate Intereſt, nor attempt to ſcreen himſelf behind 
the Affection which the People might bear to the 
Perſon of the King. There oughr to be no abſent- 
ing for a little whlle, no laying down one Poſt and 

keeping others. When a Nation is exäſperated, 
and a Minifter is become heartily diſagreeable, the 
only Way for an honeſt Servant to expreſs his Love 
to his Maſter, is to yield up all; and the moſt popu- 
lar Thing a Prince can do, is; ro give up thoſe thar 
are diſguſtful ro his People. 
Thus did Harry the Eighth, hn whom certainly 
there never was a more poſitive Prince. Becauſe, 
ſays the Hiſtorian, the Authors of Oppreſſion and 
Injuſtice are always moſt odious ; and nothing gives 
a People more Satisfaction, than to ſee their Perſecu- 
tors puniſh'd : He caus'd Empſon and Dudley, the two 
Chlef Actors in the /ate rapacious Proceedings, to be 
committed ro the Tower; and divers of the inferior 
Agents, call'd Aiders and Abetrors, : ro be ſer in the 
Pfllory : Soon after this he calls a Parliament, where 
the principal Proceedings were, . with regard to Emp- 
ſon's and Dudley's Extorttons': Upon wblch the King, 
chat * maighs enlarge the N nee, — 
D 2 f. 
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Aﬀection towards him, -was' willing to reſtrain ſome- 
thing of his o Authoxity. In mort, Empſoen and Dudley 
were attainred of High Treaſon; and the King, ro 
ſatisfy the Importunate Clamours of his People, 
caus d them both to be beheaded; by which he 
gata d. the Affection of the Nation, and Was in * 
fect Peace and Safety with bis People. 
If a Houſe of Commons cannot attack a Mi aiſter, 
or even a Mlntftry, upon a popular Grievance, bur 
immediately the King and Miniſtry muſt be blend- 
ed together; and they are wicked enough tò try to 
caſt the Odium upon him, or to ſcreen themſelves 
by him; there 1s an End of our Conſtſtution. 'Tis 
indeed, a very true and a very juſt Maxim with us, 
that the King can do no wrong. but it ought to be car- 
ry d no farther; we muſt not add nor. h Miniſtry 
neither; for in thar Cale, none but the Tools of Mi- 
niſters « can ever be-puniſh'd for the greateſt Abuſes; 
which wou'd be a ſad: Gaſe in the pre ſent Miſery 
and Poverty we are reduc d to. 
Let us ſuppoſe that Harry the Eighth bad tacitly 
encourag d Empſon and Dudley in plandering the Sub- 
jects, and had had no Inconſiderable Share of the Gans 
Hicoſelf, as it's certain Harry the Seventh had; wou'd 
it, or indeed ought i it to habe avalled em any "Thi 
(when the Parliament were enquiring into their. 
Actions) to have told the King, © Sir, You have had 
„ your Share of this Booty; they ſtrike at you more 
* than ar us; you muſt ſcreen us (happen what will) 
"or elſe more may come out than is proper to be 
© known.” Cou'd any Thing have rais'd the Indigna-. 
non of the Whole Nation againſt them more than 
this, if ir — known? And as for the Prince, he 
mighr well have anſwer'd em ; Iwon't be account . 
4 able for th chief, by raking. I upon my ſelf; 
* I was not ler i into the Secret; I underſtood no harm 
by it; You oughr to have adviſed me bettet; but 
of ; lince I now find that you only drew me In to hide 
* your own Avarice, depend upon it, 1 ſhall the 
© more Wllljagly give you up to thejo& Reſemmenc 
© of my People, and I am juſtified in it, both by the 
"Laws of God and my dem. | Ha- 


(25) 

Having made a few Remarks upon ſome Paſſages 
in our Engliſh Hiſtory ; ft may not be amiſs to give 
ſome Inſtances of che good Oeconomy, and. the ſteady, 
and unbiaſs d Virtue of he Remaus ſince It was bytheſe, 
and theſe alone, they became ſo great and powerful. 

Pyrrhus, King. of Epirus, was Very. deſious to con- 
clude a Peace with the Romans; in order to which, 

having got Fabricius alone, he tries in the Kir | 
peech to corrupt him. 

© As I deſire ro bare all the Reſt of the Romans for 

© my Friends, ſo eſpecially you C. Bals us, who L 
K eſteem as a Perſon that excels all others for your 
„Conduct, as well in Civil as Military Affairs ; her 
« 24 am ſorry to ſee you wanting in one Point, I 
© mean of an Eſtate, that may enable you to Ive i In 

7 that Port, which becomes a Perſon of your Quali- 
« ty. Bur Þ will nor ſuffer this Injury of Fortune 
to be any longer troubleſome. to you, and I will 
« beſtow on you ſo much Gold and Silver, as ſhall 
« make you richer than any of your Fellow-Citt. 
_ „zens; for I reckon it becomes one in my Conditt- 
on to relieve: ſuch great Men as are poor, who 

& haye always aim d more at gertig Honour than 
© Money: Yer I would nor haue made you this Of- 
8 fer, it the Honour of this Benefit accrued-ro me 

* with Diſhonour to your ſelf ; bur now becauſe you 

* come not upon any perfidious Deſign, or that which 
is at all unworthy, your Character, why fhould 

© you: refuſe a ſmall Preſent offered you, out af 
© Kindneſs, by a Friend; far I ask nothing of you 
but what may, yea, and ought to be done by any bo- 

z neſt Man, that is a Loyer of his Country; that 

6 you'll endeavour to carry at for maling Peace with me 
* in: the Senate, who have already gammedia Battle, and 
. 15. them off from their Oe 0 4 more made- 

* rate Temper.. Te 

Fabricius had too much Honeſty to accept the Mo- 
ney, and too much good Senſe nor 0 know be could 
not long be of that Weight he was of, in his Coun» 


fuer if he bad. AREA a.ſhorr ie * made this An- 
wer. e 
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Ef I am obſerved to haye any Skill in the Mas 
© nagement of Civil or N Affairs, tis needleſs 
© for me to ſay any Thing of it, ſince you have be- 


* liev'd others ſo much concerning it: Bur if you 


« ſuppoſe I am in a worſe Condition, becauſe I am 
* Poor, than any orher Roman, you are ' mighrily 

< miſtaken ; for whilſt I do my Duty with Contempt 
& of Wealth, I feel no Miſery: I bear the greateſt 
« Offices among us; I manage the moſt important 
« Wars: I am employed in the moſt honourable Ein- 
ce bafſies; the Charge of Religion is committed to 
* my Care; I am call d to the Senate, and conſulted 
« with concerning the weighteſt Affairs of State: 
Therefore as much as being the pooreſt of all, I 
« come not ſhort of any of the Wealthleſt fn what 
ce is good and cammendable, why ſhould I complain 
« of my Fortune? This as to my publick Capactry, 


In my private one, my Poverty is ſo far from be- 


ing a Burthen to me, that, on the contrary, when I 
« compare my ſelf with your rich Men, my Condl- 
« tfon ſeems infinitely happter than thelrs; and I 
* count my {ſelf one of thoſe few, that have atrain- 
« ed the greateſt Happineſs of this World: For ſince 
< it ſeems bur an idle Thing ro me to cover Super- 
« fluities,* and with all, my little Sport of Ground, 
« which I labour my ſelf, if well cultivared, will 
« ſupply me with Neceſſaries, I do not know why I 
« ſhould be ſolfcirous for more Wealth: Bur if the 
« Poſſeſſion thereof renders a Man any Thing happi- 
© er, as to you Kings the Matter ſeems; which is 
ie the beſt way of getting Wealth, to receſve It from 


& you diſhonourably, or to get fr my ſelf hereafter 


*honourably 2 My good Succeſſes in the Service of 
© rhe State, have given me brave Opportunities to 


„improve my Fortune, as at other Times often, ſo 


£ eſpecially four Years ago, when beſng Conſul, 1 


vas ſent with an Army againſt the Lucanlans, Sam- 
nes and Brutfans, and waſted their large Terri- 


* rogies ; and having routed them in ſeveral Bartles, 
£*rook and rifled their rich Towns ; from which Boo- 
ey, after I had given Largeſſes to my Soſdiers, and 

5 3 | | ke 
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« repay'd private Perſons, whatever they had lent 
the State, upon the Occaſions of the War, there 
« remained the Sum of 400 Talents, which I laid up 
jn the Publick Treaſury. Seeing therefore, that I 
„ have thus refus d to make my Fortune by honour- 
able Means, our of this Boory, which was in my 
Hands; and like Pal. Publicola, and many other 
% noble Romans, who have raiſed the State to this 
Pitch, preferred Honour before Intereſt; ſhall I 
« now take Bribes of you, quitting an honeſt Way 
Hof getting an Eftate, for one as Infamous as dan- 
* gerous? But now what do you think would be the 
* Iſſue of the Matter, if the Thing ſhould; be diſco- 
© yered (and it cannot be concealed) to thoſe Magi- 
© ſtrates, called Cenſors, from their Authority in re- 

* fornfing Manners, and that they ſhould impeach me 
of Bribery? - Se. ; 


„ITI added by moſt; that Pyrrbus try d his Con- 
| Kancy.and Reſolution more importunarely a ſecond 
Time: After other large Promiſes, offering ro him part 
of his Kingdom. All this I thougbt pertinent and 
uſeful to mentfon, as related by ſeveral Authors, 
to ſhew how rhe Greatneſs of the Romans took its 
Riſe, as well from the Thrift that was ſhewed in all 
Matcers. relating to rhe -Publick, (this wiſe Nation 
making almoſt every foreign Expedition bear its 
own Oharge) as from the Integrity and Difintereſt- 
_edneſs of their great Men and Miniſters. Theſe were 
the Manners of choſe Days; ſuch the Tempers and 
Diſpdbrions of thoſe Perſons by whom the Roman 
State, being buoy d up thro ſo many Difficulties and 
Calamlties, arrived at ſuch an incomparable Gran- 
deur of Empire and Renown, By theſe and the like 
Inſtances we may learn how Men ought to be quali- 
fied, If ĩnſtead of being cry d up by a fe Creatures 
of their own, penſioned for that very Purpoſe, they 
intend to be heartily admired, cheriſhed and beloy'd 
by the Body of their Fellow-Cicizens ; and to leave 
their Poſterity.a more flouriſhing State, than they re- 
ceived from their Foręfathers. Great Men did not 
then ſtrĩyr to exceed in Wealth and Luxury 1 | 
oun- 
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Country 8 'Coft, 5 in Courage and Conduct, ts Re: 
ſolution and Fidelity ro rheir Country : And che fe 
which I have cfted, and rhe like, were no warm Ex- 


preſſions arifing from Pafſion, nor premedfrared 


by the Speakers, the more plauſibly to carry on 
ſome ſecret Inrrigue; bur theſe Men being rather 
Adrmiirable than Iinttable In our Days, by the con- 
ſtant Tenor of their Acctlons, verified their Words. 
This ſame Fabrietu, when ke had but wo Pieces of of 
Plate fn his Houſe, a Salt.(eller, and a Dif, 'w * 4 
Stand of Hora ro hold it, and the Ambaſſadors 
the Sarnirex won'd have prefented him with Ms. 
ney and rich Furniture, he told them, © As long 4 as 1 
155 en rule my Apperire, I ſhall want norh] q car- 
yon rhe” Money o them that want ft.“ In fine, 


de Iiv'd fo all his Life, that he left nothfag ar bis 


Death, and his Daughters were portion d by the 
Senate. The Chief Men Ir d. then with the ſame 
Contfoence and Moderatſon. Q. Fabius Maximus, a 


Perſon who had often born the greateſt Offices, 


having. been once Cenſor, refus d the Office a 


ſecond Time, aying, It was not for the Intereſt of 


the Commonwealth to have the ſame Men often 
choſen Cenfors. He likewiſe died fo. poor, that bis 
Son was fotc'd to receiye Money from the Publick, 
for bis Funeral. Cur7us, our of a Ike Generofiry 
aud: Gr eatneſs of Mind, contemnd the Sabines Pre- 
ſents, as Fabricius had done thoke of the e. 


Paulus Emfliut, upon is Victory over ' Per ſeus, 
broughr o much Money into che Publick Trea ury, 


that one Captain's Boory: deſiver d the Peox le 
any farther Need of Taxes; and this he did wich- 


out any other Advantage to vis 5 than the ho- 
nourable and immortal Memory of his Name aud 
Action. Afcames the younger got as Ilttle by the 5 
Deſtrucfon bf Chrthage, and i his. Fellow-Cenſor I. 
Mumpillit : as firrle as eſther, of bee by rhe Ruins gf 


the rich City of Coicb. But his Buſineſs was ra- 


ther the Ornament and Luſtre of his Country, than 
that of 1 Houſe : Altho in giving Reputation to 


the 


955 5 
(29 ) 
1 one, he cou d not fail of doing the Ike to the 
LE 

I have been the loyhes: open this becauſe of the” 
Uſefulneſs of ſuch Examples. The chief End of 
Hiſtory being to give us good Rules, whereby we 
ſnou d ſquare our own Actions, and to pofnt out to 
us the ſeveral Steps by which a Nation arrives at 

and preſerves a ſtrong, vigorous, and flouriſhing: 
Conſtitution and becomes great and conſiderable 
with its Netghbours. Here we have a great Man 

behaving himſelf like a faſthful Steward to the Com- | 
monwealth, accompring-exa@ly for what Montes 
he had taken, and lodging an in the Publick Trea- 
ſury, Here's a Stateſman treaiihg Ali the Offers and 
ad vantageous Condſtions made ff with Contempt, 

and refufing even a Share in 4 Crown; and that 
when the Tbing deſir d of him ſeem'd rather of ſer- 
vice than prejudicial to the Commonwealth; ar leaſt 
it was of ſuch a Nature as mĩght have bore the moſt 
plauſible Colours, and the Author of it very eaſily 
have. been ſcreen d: Bur an honeſt Man will always 
reaſon thus; Sure I need no ſuch Inducements to 
promote the Good of my Country, and nothing 

| ſhall tempt me ro wrong lt. 

There is nothing more common among this brave 
People, than Examples of this ſort: Scipio, Cato C- 
ticenſis, Haminius, and an hundred more, are Pax rns 
for ſuch to follow, as will handle Matters of Wo- 
vernment with Integrity and Virtue. Theſe did 
not rhfnk of building up Fortunes to themſelves, but 
of enriching the State. They were ſo far from Ta- 
king Preſents to facilitare the paſing of a Bill in the 
Senare, or- appropriating | to ſecret Services what was 
deßga d to raĩſe Publick Credit, and pay the Natt- 
ons Debts; that like good Truſtees they ' rreaſur'd 
up for the Services of the Publick what they drew 

from others, and ſcorn'd to convert any part of it bß 
ttle underchand Subtllties and Diſtiactions to thelt | | 
own Ule. Thus they took Care that Poverty ſnou d 
not grow upon the Publick, as'the only Means good 1 
moe have to prevent burthening the People wir 
E Taxes, 
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Taxes, a Matter wich them ever ſtutiouſiy avoſded. 
By this honeſt Oeconomy (for I can't repeat It too 
ofcen) Rome arriv'd to that bigh Pitch of Greatneſs, 
which they had never reach d, had their Conſuls, 
Pretors, Ædiles, and what is worſe, their guaſtors, Trea- 


ſurers, been permitted to diſſipate the Revenue, take 


Bribes with Impuntty, and leaving the Nation till in 
Pawn; to enrich themſelves by what was laid up to 
diſcharge the heavy Engagements they ſometimes 
lay under by long expenſive Wars. Habere queſtus 
Rempub. (it's a Roman Conſul ſpeaks) non modo tur pe 
eſt ſed etiam ſceleratum & nefurlum, No ; they knew. 
this wou'd reflect upon the Digaity and Majeſty of 
the Commonwealth, which they always kept ſacred; 
that by ſuch Proceedlngs Publick Credit muſt fink at 


- once; and then, if a War had overtaken them, their Ruin 


was inevitable ; for when the Publick is exhauſted, 
and when private Men are ſo mpoveriſi'd as not to 
be in a Condition to help the Publick, the Nation 
muſt be left naked and defenceleſs, they muſt be- 
come contemptible to their Allies, and a Prey to 
thoſe that will invade them. . 
Nor is this the Buſineſs only of good. Rulers in a 
well order d Republick : The beſt and wiſeſt Princes 
have ever been the moſt frugal of the publick Money, 
and have look d very narrowly into their ownAfﬀaſrs 2 
And chiefly ſuch as relate to their Income and Re- 
venue And indeed, there ts this good Reaſon for ir 
among many others: If a good Prince neglects that 
wich Is ſo much his own Concern, and leaves a Matter 
ſo important to himſelf, wholly to his Miniſters z they 
will ever endeavour to keep bin in Ignorance, that 
they may with the greater Impunity prey upon him: 
They grow Corrupt and Ravenous, the Comnton- 
wealth is deyourd, and nothidg but Want and 
Miſery enſues: And when he finds our his Fault, 
and ſets ffimſelf ſerfouſly to diſengage the Publick, 
and put the Revenue n Order, he Is forc'd agafoſt his 


Anclkfnation, to add heavy Burthens, and oppreſs the 
People with Taxes; and ſo he loſes their Hearts, 
and they that Reverence they ofight ro have e 


C38) 

; eſpaſi an, though a very excellent Emperor, and one 

rhat aim d at nothlug but the good ef Mankind; that 
he might put Things In order, and diſcharge the Pub- 


lick of a great Debt, was forc d to continue the 


old Impoſitions, add new ones, - exerciſe diverſe 
ſordid Monopolſes, and make open Traffick of 
places and Preferments: By all which the loſt the 
Character, he ſo well deſervd by his many other 
excellent Qualities ;. and Poſterity will ſcarce allow 
| hm a Rant among good Princes, Thus I; appears 
bow much it imports the Ruler of à Nation with 
careful Eyes to look after his Treaſure himſelf, ſince 
the want of it will compell the beſt of Men to the 
worſt of Actions, by which he becomes odious ar 
- the preſent, and in after Ages his Vertue will be 
However, next to preventing ſo great an Evil, 
the ſafeſt way, If it does happen, is, as is already 
Maid, frankly to give up the Offenders; and make 
them anſwer for their Actions in that Place, to 
wuhlch the Conſtiturion bas entruſted the Enquiry 

Into, and Puniſhment of ſuch Offences. A Prinee 
Mould never ſuffer. any thiag . thax is Corrupt, 
or Venal, in his Palace, We have a very remarkable 
Inſtance of rhis.in Conſtantine : An Inſtance never to he 
forgotten, either by a Good King or a Free People. 
He, without ſtayfng for Addreſſes qr Petitions from 
the ſeveral Cities and Provinces of the Empire, pro- 
ceeded,of his own accord, to remedy. the Diſorders 
erept into the Government by. a rapaciqus Midiſtcy. 
Hie thought it below: him to protect and ſcreen a 

Minion or Favourite for any Reaſon whatſoever, but 
corrected Rapine, Oppreſſion and Bilbery, in the 
miniſterial Parts of the Government, hy a ſolewn 

E DIC T, invfting all ſorts of People, ro accuſe 
ſych of his Miniſters aud Officers as had been Cor- 
c ( 

I know, ſays a celebrated Aurber, many Obſtacles 
will be thrown in the Way, to baflle ſuch a Reformati- 
on. Bur a wiſe and reſolute Prince, will eaſily ſür- 
mount all Oppoſitlon. The Cabals of a Party, the 
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Difficulties' ſome may pretend to bring upon his 
Affafrs; no nor the vaſt Sums of Money, at firſt 
fraudulently gotten, and now lald out to prevent 
Enquiry : nefther them nor a Thouſand other Obſta- 
cles, will ever terrify or diſedurage ſuch a one, bent 
to reform the State, who has the Love of his People, 
and whoſe Intereſt Is one and the ſame with theirs. 
Much leſs need he apprehend the mercenary and un“ 
conſtant Crew of Place-Hunters, whofe Deſigns 
are always ſeen. thro'; who are "defpls'd as ſoon as 
known, and whe only lead one another. We have 
"never yet heard of a Tumult raisd to reſcue a 
Miniſter, whom his Maſter defired ro bring to a fair 
oy on che contrary, o ſee a few enrich'd with 
the Spotls of a Country, has been the occafion of 
many popular Seditlons, which wiſe Kings have ap- 
peas d, by a juſt and timely Sacrifice. To conelude: 2 
a King be fevere in looking into bis Accounts; If 
"he be careful of the publick Money, if he examine 
Into the Corruption of bfs Officers, if he enquire 
into the ſudden atid exorbitant Wealth of thoſe who 
"have had the handfing of his Treaſure, if he rigo- 
3 * roufly puniſh ſuch as, In breach of thefr Truſt, and 
1 contrary to their Oaths, have converted to their 
Hh "own uſe, whar belongs to the State; if he abandon _ 
. and reſigns into the Hands of juſtſce ſuch as have 
"robbed him and the Pubſick; and if he take back 
what was too great to ptve, and much tpo great to 
be ask d; tis with the üntverfal 7 5 of the Peo- 
ple, whom this Care relieves Lem Tfegdent and 
© heavy Taxes; be will be ſuſtffyd by the Volces 
of all Mankind, in purſuing the Ends for which he 
was call'd by the People, and his Name will be 
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great to all future Generations. ent 
6 | 1 A e 
Nemo eſt um ſtultus Qui non · inteliſgat, fi dor mihi. ws 5 
mus hoc tempore, non modo crudelem & ſuperbam D Nl 
" mationem nobis ſed & '12nominioſam &' Hagltidſam eſſe 
een 
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